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THE FIRST WARD AND ITS ELEVATORS

THE STRETCH OF THE BUFFALD RIVER
immediataly upstream of the Ohio
Steest. Bridge has long been referrad
to locally as 'Elevator Alley” Look-
ing east from the bridge, & half dozen
mills and grain elevators tower from
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aof the river runs the great length of
the Standard Elevator, not Buffalo’s
largest elevator but certainly one of
its most suceosslul, as it has oper-
ated more or less continuoualy since
1928, On the south bank, a great
eluster of bulldings defy immediate
rationalization, but they comprise fve
elevators, two milla, and & malthouse,
the Childe Strest complex photograph
ed in this vohome,

This conerete canyon isa favored
destination for boat tours, but it was
alzo our intreduction to the eity's old

First Ward, A small parcel of resi-
dential strests sandwiched hotosesen
the river and the New York State
Thruway, the First Ward remaina
one of Buffale's most belowed neigh-
harhoods. South of downtown, in the
ridat of the eity's first boom, it was
here in the 18208 to 1840s that Buffa
lo's first Irish immigrants began set-
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and the British ceeupation, they found
work along the Erie Canal and in the
new waterfront terminals and facto-
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Homes and workplaces have
shared the wards tight confines since
the beginning, The Thruwsy ecorri-
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freight terminal, where the lines of a
clutch of different railway companies
econverged along with the waters of



the short-lived and long-buried Ham-
burg Canal. On the esst side of the
ward, the city's first bBlast furneces
and  stockyards  developed on and
above Katherine Street's peninsula,
gituating themselves along an early
raitway branch., Smaller froight ter-
minals and early wood and steel el
svpbors were sonatructed along these
rail branches as wall, and along the
river clogar to tts mouth at the west
amd of the ward, Despite all this
aetivity, the land now occupied by the
Standard Elevator appesrs to have
largely eat empty until the elevators
constraction in 1928,

Aoross the ereealt, the bend in
the river on which the Childs Street
complex of elevators now stands
would heve initially bean inconvenient
to hoth the Erie Canal mouth and to
1.hu 1:1|.:r1!.r railroads. In 1864, li.BCI'.II':.I'
Childe founded the Buffalo Steam
Forge Company on the site, and pre-
E-I:IIEL-BJ:!'].J." had & hend in inatalling the
pond that still bears hiz name, The
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COTPRny manufactured iron axles
for locomotives and railears, as well
as & hoat of other essential itoms for
raitweys, steamboats and mills, and
grrL]]an,'l:ll:l 00 |:lE|:||:l|.l|1- in 1887, The
company's operation, which spurred
connection of the site to the Buffilo
Cresl raibway. ladd the groundeork
for the transformation of Childs Strest
into a grain center, beginning in 1887
with the construction of the Electrie
Elevator on the former Buffalo Steam
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Today the First Ward retains
muchofitsheritagessan Irish American
working class commumnity, Churchs,
'pul:.ﬁ. amd the First Ward Comirooes
nity Centar still serve as centers of
community life, while annual social
and charity events in the ward make
the news across the eity. The Ward's
eronamie rale in the ity may have
declined in recent decades, but there
FEITLAINA Enzna:t.]‘.ling mrnpl:ll“nt{ about
the neighborhosd that stands in the
shadow of the elevators.




AMERICAN ELEVATOR AND MILL

THE DLDEST OF THE SURVIVING Childs
Street elevators, and the first conorete
bin elevator in Buffals, the American
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nally meant to store barley, serving
the nesds of a malthouse eituated
where the present mill now stands.
Intended o dominate northeastern
markets, the elevator and malthouse
ware built for the powerful American
Malting Trust.

This early titan with monopolist
ambitions was brought down not by
anti-trast laws, but by the institation
of liquor prohibation in 1313, which
made illegal all but a winy fraction
of the company's market. The trust
aought liquidation almeat immediate
Iv, eventuslly selling the American ale-
viator ab the end of 1321 1o a subsidiary
of the Russell-Miller BMilling company,
and two years later the malthouse
was torn down to make way for the
flour mill that still stands alongside
the elevator toeday. The mill and eleva-
tor were bought by Peavey in 1354,
and then by ConAgra in 1882, The

Peavey name was one that strock-
the American clevator was known
as "Peawvey' throughout Confgea’s
tenure and some people atill refer to
it this way today,

Onee it had been repurposed
for flour milling, the American eleva-
tor was also used to unload grain for
tha Perot Malting complex next door,
which lacked the marine leg nesded to
take grain from the holds of ships. An
overhead conveyor could direct grain
from the American over to Perot's
malting elevator, and it turns oot that
in the 1980s and 10905, grain shipped
by rail to the Perot facility was also
being unloaded in the American's
railbays. John Hussar, who started at
thi Ll:L[:rI-PﬂEl'l.lﬂ}' plevator in the 10R0s,
recalls, "We used to unload cars for
Perot’s, becausze Perots would take aix
hours to unlosd one ear. whereas
PMV{‘},-‘ was 35 mingtes” Alter a feer
yvears, Husear moved to the Lake &
Hail elevator, just up the strest,
staying on until the end of ConAgras
Buflfale operations.




